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JAMS Fall 2024 Conference

International Symposium

East Asian Politics and Internet Culture:

What do pop culture and youth culture in social media bring into politics?

Abstract:

In the Tokyo gubernatorial election in July 2024, politicians and their supporters made full
use of social networking services and generative Al to attract the attention of internet users.
As a result, the voter turnout rate exceeded 60% for the first time since 2012. The
generalization of internet use has led to the spread of various kinds of information that mass
media has been unable to convey, and it seems to be promoting political participation among
young people, who have been considered to be uninterested in politics, by linking up with the
popular culture of social networking services. In addition, it seems that empathy and solidarity
through the internet will become more important elements of politics in the future.

On the other hand, there are also negative aspects being pointed out. There is a tendency
to oversimplify as a result of “diffusion” and “attention” becoming central to information
strategies, political discourse being reinterpreted, and politics becoming more like pop culture.
There are also a lot of conspiracy theories and fake news. As seen in some of the candidates
in the Tokyo gubernatorial election, there are also prominent online political campaigns that
aim to “flame” for self-promotion rather than for “politics”.

This situation is not unique to Japan. It is a situation that is widely shared in East Asia,
particularly in South Korea, Taiwan and Hong Kong. How will social media, and online culture
in particular, affect politics in the future? What kind of political awareness will young people
develop through the internet? We would like to consider these issues by comparing the
situation in East Asia.

At this symposium, with sharing this awareness of the issues, the first presenter, Yu-Chung

Cheng (Professor at National Chengchi University, Taiwan), will present an analysis of the



posts on Facebook fan pages supporting the various political parties in the 2024 Taiwanese
presidential election, and the polarization of political trends. In addition, the second presenter,
Daeun Lee (PhD Candidate at the National University of Singapore and guest researcher at
Seoul National University), will consider how young people in Hong Kong and South Korea
were able to build political solidarity across time and space through various media, including
wall posters (daejabo), historical images, films, and post-it notes, during the Hong Kong
protests of 2019-20. Following the presentations from the two East Asian scholars, a
discussant, Kohki Watabe (Assistant Professor at University of Tsukuba), who specializes in
the study of popular culture such as film and fan studies on the internet, will hold a discussion

based on the situation in Japan.

Speakers :
Yu-Chung Cheng  (Professor, National Chengchi University (NCCU), Taiwan)
Daeun Lee (PhD Candidate, National University of Singapore, Guest Researcher in Seoul

National University Asia Center, Korea)

Discussant

Kohki Watabe (Assistant Professor, University of Tsukuba)

Moderator

IChen Chen (Assistant Professor, Nihon University, Assistant Professor)

Interpreter

+ Kanoko Tamura

Speaker profiles:

Yu-Chung Cheng:



Professor of Department of Journalism, National Chengchi University (NCCU), Deputy
Director of Center for Creativity and Innovation Studies at NCCU, and Editor-in-Chief of
Communication Research (#7 [ Zfiff ¢ ). Her research spans social media studies, data
journalism, science and technology communication, and risk communication. Her main
research interest is in public participation in social media, the spread of disinformation in

news media, and the impact of artificial intelligence on humanities and social sciences.

Daeun Lee:

Daeun Lee is a PhD candidate in Comparative Asian Studies at the National University of
Singapore and a guest researcher at the Seoul National University Asia Center. Her research
interests focus on two key areas: transnational youth mobility in Asia and transnational
networks in youth activism across the region. She examines these phenomena through the
lens of human geography, specifically utilizing the 'mobility paradigm.’ Currently, she is
conducting fieldwork for her doctoral thesis, which explores the cross-border mobility and

mobile lifestyles of transnational digital nomads, and their networks created between Korea

and Japan.



